
What is a Brand-Name Medication? 
A brand name drug is a medication that has been approved by the FDA and has patent protection 
which limits which manufacturer(s) can make and sell the medication. Once the patent has expired, 
generic versions of the medication can be sold alongside the brand version. Brand name drugs are 
identified by a trade name such as the examples shown below. 

What is a Generic Medication?
A generic drug is identical – or bioequivalent – to a brand name drug in dosage form, safety, strength,
route of administration, quality, performance characteristics and intended use. When patent 
protection on a brand drug expires, other drug manufacturers can apply to the FDA to make a 
generic version of the drug. Although they are chemically identical to their brand counterparts, 
generic drugs are typically sold at substantial discounts from the brand price. Some examples of the 
generic equivalent of the above examples are shown below.

How Can I Tell if a Medication is a Brand or Generic?
Generic medications are identified by their chemical name whereas the brand will have a “trade” 
name. For instance, Motrin is a brand name while Ibuprofen is the generic or chemical name. Drug 
companies want consumers to be able to remember the name of their drug, so they are typically simple 
and easy to pronounce. General rule of thumb is that if you can’t pronounce it, it’s probably generic.
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Do All Generic Drugs Work The Same as The Brand?
Typically yes but not necessarily. While they are supposed to work the same, there are instances
where a brand name medication may work better or have a slightly different affect on a patient than 
the generic. Some patients may say that the brand medication has a stronger therapeutic effect than 
the generic. There are also instances where a generic medication may cause a patient to have an 
allergic reaction when the brand name does not. 

What is a “Specialty” Medication?
Specialty medications treat chronic and/or complex medical conditions such as cancer, hepatitis, 
multiple sclerosis and other conditions that are difficult to treat with traditional therapies. These 
medications may require special handling, special manufacturing processes and may have limited 
prescribing or limited pharmacy availability. The medication may be self-administered in the home 
by injection (sometimes called home self-injectable), by inhalation, orally (by mouth) or on the skin. 
They are complex and can be extremely expensive. (Recently, the issue of the cost of specialty 
medications has been in the news due to many carriers changing patient responsibility for these 
medications from flat copayments to a percentage coinsurance.) The patient may also require 
intensive monitoring, including blood work, while on the medication. Insurance carriers usually require 
that these medications be obtained from a designated “specialty” pharmacy and not through a 
standard retail pharmacy such as CVS or Walgreens. Due to the cost and complex nature of the 
conditions they treat, many require prior authorization from the carrier before coverage is provided 
for the medication. Some examples of specialty medications are shown below.

What is a Home Self-Injectable Medication or (HSI)?
Just as it sounds, these medications are injected either in to the skin or the muscle by the patient in
their own home. (Although typically, medications that must be injected into the muscle are not self-
injected.) Coverage for injectable medications can fall under the medical benefit as well as the 
pharmacy benefit. What usually determines which benefit will cover the drug is the location of the 
administration. For instance, if a medication is administered in a doctor’s office or other facility, it 
would usually fall under the medical benefit. If a medication is self administered by the patient in 
their own home, it usually would fall under the outpatient pharmacy benefit.
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